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Statistical, Economic and Social 
Research and Training Centre for 
Islamic Countries

Operating in Ankara, 
Republic of Turkey 
since June 1978.

Serving 57 Member 
States

Subsidiary Organ of the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
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STATISTICS
Collate, process and disseminate 
socioeconomic statistics and 
information

RESEARCH
Study and evaluate the economic 
and social developments towards 
generating proposals and policy 
recommendations

TRAINING
&TECHNICAL 

COOPERATION

Organise training programmes 
geared to the needs of the MCs as 
well as general objectives of the OIC

The basic mandate of SESRIC is threefold:
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Enhancing
Technical 

Cooperation

Statistical Cooperation 
with Regional and 

International Institutions



First and only 
international official 
statistics repository 
covering all OIC 
countries.

 Available in 3 official languages of OIC (EN, AR, and 
FR)

 More explanatory metadata
 Easily searchable indicators
 Quick access to the most recent year available data
 Download in CSV format
 Currently hosting:

1,852
Total Indicators

27
Categories

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat)

http://oicstat.sesric.org/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen,I would now like to introduce you to the OICStat, the first and only international official statistics repository that comprehensively covers all OIC member countries.OICStat is available in the three official languages of the OIC—English, Arabic, and French—and it includes explanatory metadata to help users better understand and utilize the data. One of the key features of OICStat is its user-friendly, easily searchable indicators, which provide quick access to the most recent year of available data.Additionally, data from the database can be downloaded in CSV format, offering flexibility for analysis and reporting.As of now, OICStat hosts a total of 1,852 indicators across 27 categories, covering a wide range of socio-economic, financial, and demographic data. This makes it a crucial resource for decision-makers, researchers, and statisticians across the OIC region.

http://oicstat.sesric.org/
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The only high-level 
statistical cooperation 

platform 
among NSOs of OIC countries 

since 2011. 

13 sessions
960 delegates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The OIC-StatCom is a very important forum within the OIC framework for cooperation among the NSOs of the member countries. It is an instrumental platform similar to the UN Statistical Commission (UNSC) aiming at supporting the National Statistical Systems (NSSs) in the member countries for the development of better national strategies and policies.It is also the only cooperation platform at the OIC level on official statistics.Palestine is holding the position of Permanent Vice Chair of the Bureau of OIC-StatCom, and it is carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS).The website of the OIC-StatCom is regularly maintained and updated (https://www.oicstatcom.org).We continue to organise the annual sessions of OIC-StatCom in collaboration with the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB). In total, 12 annual sessions have been organized with the involvement of 54 member countries and almost 900 delegates attended these sessions.Each session decides on Resolutions to guide and prospects the activities up to the next session.12th SessionSESRIC, in its capacity as the Secretariat of the OIC-StatCom and in collaboration with the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group, organized the 12th Session of the OIC-StatCom in a hybrid format in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.General Authority for Statistics (GASTAT) of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia hosted the Session.The Session brought together 64 participants from the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) of 39 OIC countries.13th Session of OIC-StatComSESRIC, in its capacity as the Secretariat of the OIC Statistical Commission (OIC-StatCom), will organize the 13th Session of the OIC-StatCom on 8-9 October 2024 at SESRIC Headquarters, Ankara Türkiye in collaboration with the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group.During the 13th Session, activities undertaken since the last session will be reviewed, and the implementation of the OIC-StatCom Programme of Action for 2021-2025 will be discussed, along with the following technical themes:Inclusive Data Collection in Social ProtectionEthics for New Data Sources and TechnologiesSustainable Development Goals: Monitoring and Reporting SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) IndicatorsEmbracing Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence in Official Statistics2020 Round of the World Population and Housing Census Programme: Lessons Learnt and The Way ForwardOICSTATCOM Sessions1st: Istanbul, Türkiye2nd: Izmir, Türkiye3rd: Ankara, Türkiye4th: Ankara, Türkiye5th: Ankara, Türkiye6th: Konya, Türkiye7th: Ankara, Türkiye8th: Ankara, Türkiye9th: Ankara, Türkiye (Virtual)10th: Ankara, Türkiye (Virtual)11th: Ankara, Türkiye12th: Jeddah, Saudi ArabiaOUTGOING MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU 11th Session (2022):  INCOMING MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU 12th Session (2023):  Chair: Cameroon (OIC Africa Group); Vice-Chair: Saudi Arabia (OIC Arab Group); Malaysia (OIC Asia Group); Palestine (permanent); Rapporteur: SESRIC (permanent).
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520
Statistical Activities Between 2007 – November 2024

Palestine 
has 

benefitted 
from 98 

Activities

Training 
Courses, 326

Study Visit, 
47

Workshops, 
45

Meetings, 33

Webinars, 29

Consultancy, 
20

OIC-
StatCom, 12
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since 2007, the Centre has organized in total 506 statistical activities.These activities are condcuted under the OIC-StatCom, Statistical Capacity Building Programme (StatCaB) and other partnerships and projects.Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and budgetary limitations, number and scope of the activities planned for each year are dynamically restructered.For this year, 2024, we have planned around 40 actitivities. When it comes to distribution of these activities; we have organised;326 Statistics Courses, 47 Study Visits, 45 Workshops, 29 Webinars, 20 Technical Missions (consultancies), 33 Technical Meetings and 12 Sessions of OIC-StatCom With the participation of more than 10,000 experts and statisticians from the NSOs and relevant stakeholders of the National Statistical Systems of OIC member countries.Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) have directly benefitted from 98 activities in total.Moreover, PCBS has contributed to 21 statistical activities btw. 2007-2024, (With these numbers, Palestine is among the first provider countries);-	provided 14 statistical training courses, -	contributed to 2 workshops and 5 webinars with technical knowledge and expertise.



54 statistical activities organized 
successfully since 2007 with the 
participation of more than 1800 
experts from NSOs and other 
relevant national institutions of the 
OIC member countries.

• Inclination survey to identify 
the themes of common 
interest in modernization of 
the NSOs through 
digitalization

• Circulated in August 2024
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Techniques

Big Data GIS Metadata Data
Dissemination

Administrative
Data

Distribution of Statistical Activities

Statistical Activities About Digitalization
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SESRIC has been actively involved in enhancing the statistical capacity of the OIC member countries through various initiatives. Since 2007, as part of our Statistical Capacity Building Program, we have organized 54 activities that specifically focus on the digitalization of NSOs.These activities have reached over 1,800 experts from NSOs and other related institutions across our member countries, helping them build critical skills in various areas of digitalization.Among these activities, we organized:11 focused on data analysis,9 focused on big data, and10 dedicated to metadata.Furthermore, in 2024, we introduced an Inclination Survey to gather insights and identify common interests among our member countries. The goal is to prioritize themes related to the modernization of NSOs, with a particular emphasis on digitalization.
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Inclination Survey
Does your institution 

currently have any 
digitalization strategies 

in place? 

How important is digitization 
for your institution? 

How would you evaluate the 
level of digitalization at your 

institution?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now, let’s take a closer look at the results from the Inclination Survey that was circulated to our member countries.One of the key questions we asked was, 'Does your institution currently have any digitization strategies in place?' The response was overwhelmingly positive, with 89% of our member institutions confirming that they do have digitization strategies.Another important question was, 'How important is digitization for your institution?' For this, 56% of the respondents indicated that digitization is of very high importance, 22% rated it as high importance, and another 22% rated it as moderate importance.We also asked, 'How would you evaluate the level of digitization at your institution?' Here, 44% of respondents rated their level of digitization as high, while 11% rated it as very high.
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How does your institution ensure 
the security of the statistical data?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another key area we explored in the Inclination Survey was related to security challenges.We asked, 'What types of security challenges does your institution face?' The most common challenge reported by our member countries was technical expertise and skills, noted by 67% of respondents. This was followed by data quality and integrity, which was highlighted by 56%, and data privacy and security, mentioned by 44%.In addition, we asked, 'How does your institution ensure the security of statistical data?' The majority of institutions, 89%, reported using access control measures as their primary method. Additionally, regular security audits were conducted by 67% of respondents, and multi-factor authentication was employed by 56%.



56%
44%

YES NO

Inclination Survey

33% 33%

44%

11%

44%

Data Collection Data Processing
and Analysis

Predictive
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Has your institution begun 
implementing machine learning or AI 
technologies in any of its processes or 

operations?
Which areas are AI/ML being applied?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another important aspect we explored in the Inclination Survey was the artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) capabilities of our member countries' national statistical institutions.One of the key questions we asked was, 'Has your institution begun implementing machine learning or AI technologies in any of its processes or operations?' 56% of the responding NSOs answered 'yes.‘We also inquired, 'Which areas are AI or ML being applied?' The two most common areas were predictive modeling and the automation of repetitive tasks, both cited by 44% of respondents.
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your institution's digital transformation efforts?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The final area we explored in the Inclination Survey was the challenges our member countries face in adopting AI and machine learning technologies.We asked, 'What are the main challenges your institution faces or anticipates facing in adopting machine learning or AI technologies?' The most common response, at 75%, was the lack of technical expertise and high implementation costs. This was not surprising, as many NSOs struggle with building the necessary infrastructure and ensuring they have the right technical capacity.We also asked, 'What types of support would be most beneficial to your institution's digital transformation efforts?' All NSOs indicated they need technical assistance, while 89% pointed to the need for training, and 65% mentioned the need for funding.



Webinar on ‘Big Data Applications and Utilizing Non-
Traditional Data Sources and Methods for Official 

Statistics’, 10 June 2021

Webinar on ‘Modernization of NSOs through 
Digitalization’, 26 September 2024

Webinar on ‘Transforming Administrative Registers for Statistical 
Data Production’, 14 February 2023

Training Course on ‘Big Data Applications on Price Intelligence’, 
14-16 June 2022

Impressions from Statistical Activities
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you can see here, these are some of the key activities we've organized as part of our efforts to support our member countries in modernizing their National Statistical Offices.For example, on 14-16 June 2022, we conducted a training course on Big Data Applications for Price Intelligence.Then, on 14 February 2023, we held a webinar focused on Transforming Administrative Registers for Statistical Data Production, which provided insights into the practical steps NSOs can take to modernize their data sources.More recently, on 26 September 2024, we hosted a webinar on the Modernization of NSOs through Digitalization, aligning with the growing trend of digital transformation.Lastly, on 10 June 2021, we had a webinar on Big Data Applications and Utilizing Non-Traditional Data Sources for Official Statistics, helping member countries explore innovative data collection methods. 



Digital Transformation Capacity Building Programme 
(Digi-CaB)
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Cybersecurity and Data Protection
Data Science and Analytics

Digital Financial Services and Fintech

Digital Strategy and Policy Making
Digital Technologies in Agriculture

Digital Technologies in Culture and Arts Digital Technologies in Education

Digital Technologies in Healthcare

E-Governance and Digital Service Delivery

Legal Aspects of Digital Transformation
Social Media

Technical Innovations and Infrastructure

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SESRIC's Digital Transformation Capacity Building Programme (Digi-CaB) is specifically designed to contribute to the efforts of OIC Member Countries in navigating the domain of digital transformation. The programme facilitates the transfer, sharing, and exchange of knowledge, experiences, and best practices among the member countries, addressing the unique challenges and opportunities presented by digitalization. Through a variety of modalities, including training courses, workshops, webinars, and alike, the Digi-CaB Programme addresses the growing need for national institutions to reskill and upskill their capabilities.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This concludes my presentation. I would like to thank you all for your kind attention. It has been a pleasure to share these insights with you, and I hope they have been valuable as we continue to explore the future of data and artificial intelligence together.
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