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Digital Supply and Use Tables: a useful 
tool for digital transformation
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UNSC 2020: Launch update process 
2008 SNA Parallel update process: BOPCOM

BPM6
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Digital Supply and Use Tables
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Comprehensiveness

Broad availability

Consistency across countries

Multidimensionality

Conventional SUT is a good starting point for the Digital SUT
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Dimensions of Digital SUTs Framework 
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Dimension 1: 
The Nature of the transaction (the “how”)
• Digitally ordered or Non-Digitally ordered

Digitally ordered directly from the counterparty
Digitally ordered via a digital intermediary platform

• Digitally delivered

Template:
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Dimension 2: 
Digital products (the “what”)
In conventional SUTs, digital products may be recorded in many product rows 
that include non- digital products

In digital SUTs, digital products shown separately:
• Information and Communication Technology (ICT) goods
• Digital services

In Addition:
• Cloud computing services (CCS)
• Digital intermediation services (DIS) 
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Template
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Dimension 3: 
Digital Industries (the “who”)
Additional columns in the digital SUTs to introduce the Digital Industries:

1. The digitally enabling industry (e.g., Samsung)
2. DIPs charging a fee (e.g., Amazon; Uber)
3. Data- and advertising-driven digital platforms (e.g., Google, Instagram)
4. Producers' dependent on DIPs
5. E-tailers
6. Financial service providers predominantly operating digitally
7. Other producers only operating digitally (e.g., Netflix, YouTube)
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Template
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High priority Indicators
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High priority indicators                                      Templates

1.  Expenditure split by nature of the transaction.
2.  Output and/or Intermediate consumption of Digital Intermediation Services (DIS), Cloud 

Computing Services (CCS) and total information and Communication Technology (ICT) goods 
and digital services.

3.  Digital industries’ output, gross value added (GVA) and its components.
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Fully Digital SUT is too ambitious for most 
countries
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Countries experiences
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Canada: Digital industries gross domestic product 
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Canada: Digital industries jobs
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Canada: Digital supply table, product totals, 2020
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Netherland: Output and Gross Value Added of digital 
industries, Netherlands, 2018
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Sengal: Supply table, Senegal, 2018
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UNCTAD- Manual
Page 29 

https://amf-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameena_khasseb_amf_org_ae/Documents/%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AA/Digital-Economy/presentation/UNCTAD-Manual%20on%20DigitalSUT.pdf
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Saudi Arabia: Digital 
Economy Statistics

25



11th Meeting of ARABSTAT- Digital Economy Statistics Session

Saudi Arabia: Digital Economy Statistics
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•  Digital SUT and the suggested Templates could be a good starting points for 
comparability.

•  The available international manuals have the necessary background and guidance 
to move forward.

•  Business ICT usage survey can be a key source for the information needed for 
the disaggregation of the conventional SUT and National Accounts.

•  Not necessary to complete the full Digital SUTs matrix, but rather there are 
indicators and aggregates from the conventional production of the GDP could be 
applied at this stage.

•  Any attempts from the countries must be assessed and also encouraged, in 
addition to that estimates at the transactional/ industry/ product could be started. 

•  Technical missions and assistance should be provided.

Comments and Recommendations
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• OECD HANDBOOK ON COMPILING DIGITAL SUPPLY AND USE TABLES, OECD 2023 
OECD Handbook on Compiling Digital Supply and Use Tables | OECD

• Handbook on Measuring Digital Trade, Second Edition, OECD Publishing, Paris/International Monetary 
Fund/UNCTAD, Geneva 10/WTO, Geneva,

https://doi.org/10.1787/ac99e6d3-en. 

•  Digital supply-use tables: A step toward making digital transformation more visible in economic statistics
    https://goingdigital.oecd.org/data/notes/No8_ToolkitNote_DigitalSUTs.pdf

• Applying Digital Supply Use Tables in Developing Economies
Applying digital supply-use tables in developing economies | UNCTAD

References
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https://goingdigital.oecd.org/data/notes/No8_ToolkitNote_DigitalSUTs.pdf
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Thanks for your Attention

Amina Khasib- Senior Statistician at Arab Monetary Fund
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